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Washmgton, Jan. 27 — The
" Johnson administration was not
totally surprised by the lalest!
government upheaval—the ninth,;
.in 15 months--in Viet Nam of’
- cials said today.-

The principal element of sut- :

" prise appeared to be the timing
of the military coup which put
Lt. Gen. Nguyen Khanh back

¢ in control of the government.:

“American Ambassador Max--
" well: D. Taylor was in Laos

. when. it happened.

. An Amierican official said the
" political chaos which has ex-
" isted in Saigon and other Vicl-
¥ namese cities, for the last week

1was an- indication that some’

i kind of action could be ex-
pected

‘Rusk Dclays Commcnt

o Secretary of State Dean Rusk:
' and other top government offi-,

" cials would make no comment
" for the record on 'the Viet-,

namese situation until- “we,

* have all the facts.”
' There could be little doubt,’
© however, that official Washing-
- ton was dxsmaycd by the latest
*~turn of events. The administia-
i tion has held all. along that a
“stable civilian government is
needed in Saigon for the prose- ¢
cution of the war against com-i
munist guerrillas.
At the same'time, a wait-and-
see attitude was evident, Lead- !

erate as far as possible within
‘the framework of civilian gov-'
ernment and to make plaus for, ¢
| the popular election of a na-
| tional assembly..

Capitol Pessimistic

{ propriations for the Vietnamese
was are voted;. _reaction to the;

| ers of the latest coup have in-!
dicated that they intend to op- -

.But on Capitol hill, where ap-

IS YU?‘ES()

i'news from Sawon was pessml '

lxsnc .

1 Sen. George D. ‘Aiken IRA.
’\’t ), second-ranking G. 0. 1.
i meiaber of the Senale forcigii:
S prelrtions  comniittse, ‘said be
hac abew! reachec the conclu
&mm that Taylor Mad reached
the end of his usefviness.

Taylor is a retired general
who was chairman of the joint
chicfs ol stoff last summer.
when Prosident Johnsoa nanted”
nim ambessador Lo Saizon, sucs
ceading Toury C.\hot Lodgc, a
.L\«CpUblt" 1, N
: ‘Cvier (9 Peaple’

N Sve & successor
“werld do sy berf than Ame

bassador Taybie? Aken said.

"I den't blame Ar 1hassador |
evlor, ¥e's w Lyellight mili-
T offics . Ltz yeed seme,
¢ov i to aarth type whoe 'Loulds
o et closar to the people,” ©
" One of Taylir’s difficultics m‘.
“ the Saigon post his been an ap-*

parent inability to get along
with Khanh, chief of the Viet-’
nsmese -military ! forces who:
' also hag served variously as.,
chicf of slate and premier since.
Taylor went to Saigon. ~

Chairman J. William Fule’
Uright [D., Ark.] of the foreign
relations committee said the,
| hews from Saigon was very dis-

tressing bt that he dld rfat

think anuwiler coup was m'xmx-

‘nerid. ’

Mike ]h.:.msfxekl;[D., Mont.],i-

Sanate majorily Jeader, said he’
‘ thought ‘faylor was domg. the

heet possible job under the eir-;
‘cwnstances, ;

Couns Complicate Job
“But fhicee (oup,,” Mansfield
 said, “make his already diffis
culd J?b more difficult and deh-

cate.
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I Fstimates gathered thru the N

quostioning of piisoners taken,
lin South Viemamese operations;
“indicated t‘h'at 10,000 Nowth Viels
namese fiitered into South Viet:
“Nem Jasy yesr, a 0. per: centl
L increase dver, 1963, ., . .
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